<DESIGN PATENTS AND ENFORCEMENT >

Monitoring and Enforcing
Design Patents: A Guide
for Brand Owners

Every copycat design or aesthetic imitation erodes your market share and
devalues your creative investment. In a global marketplace where visual appeal
drives sales, proactive monitoring and enforcement aren’t just legal
safeqguards; they are essential for maintaining your brand’s unique competitive
edge.

Protecting your designs and patents is essential to maintaining your brand's
unique identity, competitive advantage, and long-term value. While a patent
grants you exclusive rights, those rights are only effective if they are actively
monitored and enforced.

Step 1: Implementing Visual Monitoring

Because design patents protect the visual appearance of a product rather than its
function, traditional keyword searches often fall short. Effective monitoring
requires:
¢ Al-Enabled Image Recognition: Utilise software that can identify specific
design fingerprints, 1ogos, and ornamental features across global
marketplaces.
¢ Reverse Image Search: Identify where your original product photography or
unique aesthetic is being repurposed by unauthorised sellers.
¢ Broad Scope Scanning: Monitor social media, standalone domains, and
marketplaces (such as Amazon and Temu) where copycat designs frequently
appear.
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Step 2: Verification and Evidence Gathering

Once a potential infringement is detected, you must document the violation to
ensure a successful takedown:
e Compare Visual Features: Assess whether the "overall impression” of the
infringing product is substantially similar to your registered design.
e Preserve Data: Automatically capture time-stamped screenshots, seller
details, and direct URLs as a "chain of evidence" for legal teams.
o |dentify the Source: Track the seller's history to determine if they are an
isolated offender or part of a larger, industrial-scale network.

Step 3: Rapid Enforcement and Takedowns

Since the value of a design oftenlies in its trend-cycle or seasonal appeal, speed
of removal s critical:

e Marketplace Reporting: Use specific enforcement portals to report the
infringement. Note that many platforms (like Temu) may categorise
"Registered Designs" under the broader "Patent" reporting section.

e Cease and Desist: For independent websites, issue formal notices to hosting
providers and domain registrars to "de-platform" the infringing content.

e The (@ Symbol: Proactively use the (d symbol in your marketing and packaging
to signal that your designs are registered and actively protected, acting as a
deterrent to bad actors.

Step 4: Continuous Review and Prevention

Move from a reactive "whack-a-mole" approach to a strateqic, proactive stance:
o Staff Training: Ensure your internal teams are trained to recognise evolving
threats and "super fakes" that attempt to bypass Al detection.
e Trend Analysis: Use your brand protection dashboard to identify which
platforms or regions are seeing the highest volume of design abuse, informing
your future IP filing strategy.

What Happens Next?

As Al continues to evolve, the speed at which copycats can be produced will only
increase. By integrating technical vigilance with a robust legal strateqy, brand
owners can mitigate the "shock and violation" of design abuse and safeguard their
long-term commercial standing.

ﬁ SnapDragon 2



Contact Us

Every copycat design or aesthetic imitation erodes your market
share and devalues your creative investment. In a global
marketplace where visual appeal drives sales, proactive
monitoring and enforcement aren’t just legal safeguards; they are
essential for maintaining your brand’s unique competitive edge.

SnapDragon combines Al-powered detection, expert enforcement, and
global experience to keep counterfeits off the market and your genuine
products where they belong -in customers’ hands.

Talk to SnapDragon about how proactive brand protection can drive
stronger, more sustainable growth.

Www.snapdragon-ip.com

UK & RoW: +44 131 466 9249
US: +1 857 400 7041

thelair@snapdragon-
ip.com
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